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Lifetime Spirit Award
Roberta to Receive

On Monday, May 20th, 2019, Opus 118 
Harlem School of Music founder, Roberta 
Guaspari, will be honored with a Lifetime 

Spirit Award by fellow East Harlem organization 
Little Sisters of the Assumption Family Health 
Service (LSA) at their annual gala.
Members of Opus 118’s After-School Ensembles will also join Roberta that 
evening to play a handful of selections for the event’s guests.

LSA has been in the East Harlem neighborhood since 1958 with a mission that 
strengthens and empowers vulnerable families and children by meeting their 
basic needs for food, healthcare, education, and a safe home, in the belief  
that affirming families in their own dignity improves the entire community.  
Their programs include food advocacy and a pantry, environmental health 
services, nursing needs, parenting and child development, preventative 
services, and a thrift store called The Sharing Place. They provide food, 
healthcare, clothing, education, and parenting help to more than 2,200 area 
families each year. 

This award will be celebrating Roberta’s nearly 40 years of service in the East 
Harlem neighborhood and her commitment to the well-being of area students. 
LSA wrote that her “passionate struggle to keep music instruction alive in East 
Harlem’s public schools is an inspiration for every child who grows up in this 
community aspiring to success in the face of enormous odds that include deep 
poverty, food insecurity, toxic stress, fear of deportation, poorly performing 
schools, and much more” and that this dedication led to her selection for this 
award. The Lifetime Spirit Award is a tremendous honor that in past years has 
been awarded to area legends such as Chita Rivera and Ronnie Spector.

All of us here at Opus 118 would like to congratulate Roberta on this fabulous 
achievement and thank LSA for their recognition for the work she has done  
in our area!
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AN: It all began at the age of 5 (Kindergarten) at River East Elementary School. 
Roberta singled me out and introduced me and my mom to Lynelle. Nothing in 
my musical studies from that moment on was simple, but with the support of 
my family who understood this was a great thing for me and showed me how 
special violin was, it became a natural routine in my life. 

AN: I love the fact that I can see growth within myself from when I first started 
teaching and now. I was scared at first, but now that I realize that the students 
are there seeking help and guidance, it’s not just about telling them what to do, 
getting a result, and moving on, it’s about how we go about improving any and 
every thing we do. Why do I want to do my best in violin? Because if you can 
accomplish learning an instrument, you can go on living life doing the best you 
can in everything… you will never say you can’t. I’m either going to give my all or 
not be there at all.

AN: As a student I remember traveling with Opus 118 a lot for performances. 
I might have to say my favorite Opus 118 moment was traveling to Cancun 
for a fundraiser. I can’t remember how long we were gone, but I remember 
spending days at this beautiful hotel with the sun rising every morning looking 
as if it were coming straight out the ocean. I also remember feeling home sick 
but with all the fun we had after every rehearsal (and Roberta worked us very 
hard!) I eventually lost that feeling.

My favorite moment as a teacher has to be walking into each one of my 
schools and seeing how happy the kids are to say “Hi Miss Amanda!” The best 
part of each day is starting my morning off like that. I also look forward to the 
Opus 118 End-of-Year Concert, seeing all of us teachers and students under 
one roof to show our families and friends how hard we all worked together  
to make that concert special every single year.

AN: I’d like to let the kids know that nothing happens overnight, to learn at your 
own pace—slow practice is fast learning. I used to practice for hours because 
I knew anything new Lynelle or Roberta gave me to practice was always in 
preparation for a concert and I did not want to fail myself. It wasn’t about my 
family or anyone else, it was about me being strong and confident enough that 
I practiced so hard to be able to get in front of a crowd and have them enjoy 
what I played. Again, it wasn’t easy (my stomach was always in knots before 
performing) but I always had a feeling of relief afterwards and always got the 
chance to say I did it. NEVER GIVE UP!

You have quite a long history with 
Opus 118, dating all the way back to 
your elementary school years. Can 
you explain your Opus 118 story to our 
readers?

You began assisting at Opus 118 right 
after your graduation from high 
school. What is your favorite aspect 
of teaching violin?

What is one of your favorite Opus 118 
memories as a student? As a teacher?

With many years at Opus 118 already 
under your belt, what is your best 
advice for our current generation of 
young students?

Private lesson instructor and group class teaching assistant Amanda Negron 
started her Opus 118 journey as a Kindergartener in founder Roberta 
Guaspari’s classroom at River East Elementary School. Amanda studied 
privately with Opus 118 faculty member Lynelle Smith and also attended 
Special Music School for middle school. Returning to Opus 118 as an intern  
in 2014, Amanda is now assisting in the violin classes at Central Park East I  
and PS/IS 171 Patrick Henry, teaching private lessons through our After-School 
Program, and assisting with the preparation of our performing ensembles.  
We caught up with Amanda to discuss her musical journey.

Student to Teacher:
Amanda Negron



Students perform at the End-of-Year Concert; 
Juliana prepares for a Recital Hour; Ramsey 
and Wren rock out on their violins!
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What It Means:
Opus 118 In Our Own Words
At Opus 118 Harlem School of Music, our first priority is to provide East Harlem 
children access to quality music education. The impact of music on a child’s 
life is great; it inspires them, makes them stronger students, and fosters 
expression, self-confidence, creativity, and engagement. Music is a key part of 
a well-rounded education and a joyful childhood.

To celebrate the power of music, we asked our current Opus 118 students, 
family members, and faculty to share with the broader community what music 
education means to them personally.

To our family music is a very integral and important part of our life. Music 
education can and does mean a lot of different things, and in my mind it’s 
about getting as much and as diverse exposure as possible. I love that at Opus 
118 our kids are learning classical pieces, traditional songs, and are exposed 
to a wide variety of instruments and styles. A big part of music education is 
learning to be a performer, and the recitals have been wonderful experiences. 
Lastly, the 100 day practice challenge was a point of great pride and 
discussion at our house, mostly around developing good habits and a strong 
routine. Thanks for all you do in bringing music to the lives of our children.  
 - Anand, parent

It makes me feel all these different feelings all at once; it makes me feel I can 
do anything; I feel creative; it can inspire you. 
 - Malaika, student, 7 years old

I think music education means a way for students to express their feelings 
through music.  - Valerie, student, 13 years old

I like music education because of the beautiful sounds I make on the violin.  
 - Juliana, student, 7 years old

Once you start violin it’s fun because you get to play games to learn the parts 
of the violin. Once you have private lessons and learn each song, it gets easier 
and easier, and then harder and harder until it’s a good kind of challenging. 
Violin is fun!  - Keanu, student, 8 years old 

Music education means learning to play an instrument. It’s fun, especially 
learning to play the violin.  - Haruki, student, 11 years old



Clockwise from top left: Maggie and Wren 
celebrate participating in the practice 
challenge; Lynelle meets Adriel’s new sister, 
Aria; Mia and Nicole finish a lesson; Kai smiles 
after performing; Amanda and Lynelle pose 
with their students.

Page 5

2019 End-of-Year 
Concert
On Thursday, June 13th,  
please join us for our 28th 
Annual End-of-Year Concert 
taking place in the beautiful 
auditorium at The Academy 
of Arts and Letters (entrance 
on West 156th Street between 
Broadway and Riverside 
Drive). Approximately 200 
students from our in-school 
partners and our after-school 
ensembles will join together 
to perform and show the 
audience all that they have 
learned this year. We look 
forward to seeing  
you there!

It’s fun to learn how to play an instrument. I like getting to learn new things.  
 - Wren, student, 9 years old

It’s a good way to express yourself that isn’t only academic. You can make the 
music sound the way you’re feeling.  - Ramsey, student, 11 years old

You can express yourself by teaching people how to play any instrument.  
 - Adriel, student, 9 years old

Music education means commitment, new opportunities, and legacy.  
 - Linnetta, parent

Music education means I get to listen to my brother practice  
and smile about it . - Aria (through her brother, Adriel), sibling, 6 months

To me, music is the universal dialect. It has the power to make everyone feel, 
and it has no boundaries. No matter where someone is from, what language 
they speak, or what they have been through, music can touch a person in 
ways like nothing else. People may interpret a song or a melody in different 
ways, and it may make two separate people feel completely different things, 
but that is what I find beautiful about music. There is never only one way to 
hear or feel a melody. For me, music can build meaning: the more I listen to a 
song, the more meaning I add to it from the intricacies or distinctions I hear 
throughout it. A song can be an emotional experience and can lead you to 
separate poles of joy and sorrow all at once. With many songs, I hear a story 
or a scenario that appears between the melodies, between the notes, or 
between the chords. The meaning may shift depending on the time or on the 
day, but, nevertheless, meaning and feeling will always penetrate the mind 
and the heart. Music has the power to tell a story, to uplift a community, and 
to truly do anything anyone may need in a single moment.  
 - Mia, student, 17 years old

Music education is something I look forward to every week. It’s a way to 
improve your skills on an instrument you feel passionate about and meet 
amazing people in the process. People and teachers are so supportive and 
patient and it’s a great environment to be in every week.  
 - Camila, student, 15 years old

Music is my heart! It is my way to share the language of music to others. Even 
though I play the violin, I also love piano.  - Kai, student, 8 years old



Opus 118 violin student and PS 30 graduate 
Angelina Carrasquillo watches at the End-of-
Year concert, above;  below, Angelina performs 
at a Student Recital.
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Angelina Carrasquillo, PS 30 graduate, started playing 
violin in Opus 118’s In-School Program in second grade. 

Since then, she began private lessons in Opus 118’s After School Program and 
eventually joined the violin ensemble led by Roberta - her favorite part of 
Opus 118, particularly performing in concerts. Angelina loves performing, even 
though she admits she doesn’t “like dressing up.”

As she’s studied, she’s learned to tackle the different challenges that come 
with playing the violin. Playing the right fingerings and not going to the wrong 
string are two particular difficulties Angelina has faced. However, she feels 
she has overcome them with regular practice even though “it can still be 
challenging.”

Despite the continuous work and the fact Angelina has only been playing the 
violin for five years, she fully embraces Opus 118’s mission and love for the 
violin. Like Roberta and her private lesson teacher Nicole (who also started 
playing the violin as an Opus 118 student), Angelina wants to pay her music 
education forward. “I’d like to pass what I’ve learned on to others by teaching 
when I grow up.” Until that happens, “I’ll keep learning about the music I play.”

Student Spotlight: 
Angelina Carrasquillo



Opus 118 Recital Hours
Wednesday, May 8 
Thursday, May 23

Guitar and Piano Recital 
Monday, June 3

Honors Recital 
Friday, June 7, 6:30PM

End-of-Year Concert  
The American Academy  
of Arts and Letters 
Thursday, June 13th 6:30PM 
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W e hope you’ll join us at one of our student recitals. Below are the remaining 
performances scheduled for this year. Dates are subject to change; please visit  
www.opus118.org or call (646) 842-2775 for the most up-to-date information. All recital 

hours are held at Central Park East II (433 E 100th Street; enter from First Avenue) beginning at 
7PM, unless otherwise stated.

Recent Photos & 
Upcoming Performances

Our Favorite Photos: Top and center photos: scenes from our annual concert with The Harlem Chamber Players. Bottom row: Students prepare for 
and take a bow at the Practice Challenge celebration. On the Front Cover: Young violinists at the End-of-Year Concert.

We Need Your Help!
For the last three years, 
you helped us match 
donations 4:1 during ourJune 
fundraising events. This year, 
we are hoping to exceed 
our prior year totals! Check 
out our website, Facebook, 
and Twitter on Monday, June 
3rd for more information on 
this exciting and essential 
opportunity for Opus 118.

https://www.paypal.me/Opus118
https://goo.gl/maps/dmorGMyCevZCMxpq7


c/o Kaufman Music Center
129 West 67th Street
New York, NY 10023

Administrative Office: (646) 842-2775 
www.opus118.org

The 2018 - 2019 BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES
Daniel Cooper, President
Joseph Ziluca, Treasurer
Nick Bentley, Secretary 
Kamilah Smith
Naomi Smith 
Mary Sobel
Mark Torchia

The ADVISORY BOARD
Patti Austin
Emanuel Ax
Joshua Bell
John Blake, Jr.
Terence Blanchard
Regina Carter
Sarah Chang
John Dalley
Pamela Frank
Alban Gerhardt
Alan Gilbert
Richard Goode
David Grusin
Hilary Hahn
Kelly Hall-Tompkins
Quincy Jones
Joseph Kalichstein

Ida Kavafian
Christophe Landon
Jaime Laredo
Cho-Liang Lin
Yo-Yo Ma
Natalie MacMaster
Wynton Marsalis
Lincoln Mayorga
Robert McDuffie
Diane Monroe
Mark O’Connor
Itzhak Perlman
Toby Perlman 
Anna Polonsky
Sharon Robinson
Judith Serkin
Leonard Slatkin
Marilyn Somville
Arnold Steinhardt
Meryl Streep
Steven Tenebom
Michael Tree
Nicholas Tzavaras
Maxim Vengerov
Peter Wiley
Pinchas Zukerman

The FACULTY 
Roberta Guaspari, violin
   Artistic Director of Performance   
Lynelle Smith,  
   Pedagogy Facilitator
Helio Alves, piano 
Rose Baker, violin
Charlene Bishop, violin
 Mary Hammann, viola 
Steve Jabas, guitar 
Jay Julio, viola 
Sarah Jane Kenner, violin
Sooyeon Kim, violin 
Katherine Lim, violin
Amanda Negron, violin 
Teresa Pietromonaco, violin
Hajnal Pivnick, violin 
Mark Serkin, cello
Emily Vold, violin
Katie von Braun, violin
Nicole Wright, violin

The STAFF
Hayley Collins, Director of 
   Programs and Development 
Katherine Haroldson, Registrar
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BEGIN:VCALENDAR
VERSION:2.0
PRODID:-//ical.marudot.com//iCal Event Maker
X-WR-CALNAME:Opus Events
CALSCALE:GREGORIAN
BEGIN:VTIMEZONE
TZID:America/New_York
TZURL:http://tzurl.org/zoneinfo-outlook/America/New_York
X-LIC-LOCATION:America/New_York
BEGIN:DAYLIGHT
TZOFFSETFROM:-0500
TZOFFSETTO:-0400
TZNAME:EDT
DTSTART:19700308T020000
RRULE:FREQ=YEARLY;BYMONTH=3;BYDAY=2SU
END:DAYLIGHT
BEGIN:STANDARD
TZOFFSETFROM:-0400
TZOFFSETTO:-0500
TZNAME:EST
DTSTART:19701101T020000
RRULE:FREQ=YEARLY;BYMONTH=11;BYDAY=1SU
END:STANDARD
END:VTIMEZONE
BEGIN:VEVENT
DTSTAMP:20190523T211630Z
UID:20190523T211630Z-1985570130@marudot.com
DTSTART;TZID=America/New_York:20190603T190000
DTEND;TZID=America/New_York:20190603T200000
SUMMARY:Guitar and Piano Recital at Opus 118 Harlem School of Music
URL:https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2Fmaps%2FdmorGMyCevZCMxpq7
LOCATION:CPE II - 433 East 100th Street\, NY NY 
END:VEVENT
BEGIN:VEVENT
DTSTAMP:20190523T211630Z
UID:20190523T211630Z-1393198277@marudot.com
DTSTART;TZID=America/New_York:20190607T183000
DTEND;TZID=America/New_York:20190607T193000
SUMMARY:Opus 118 Honors Recital
URL:https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2Fmaps%2FdmorGMyCevZCMxpq7
LOCATION:CPE II - 433 East 100th Street\, NY NY 
END:VEVENT
BEGIN:VEVENT
DTSTAMP:20190523T211630Z
UID:20190523T211630Z-1334275281@marudot.com
DTSTART;TZID=America/New_York:20190613T183000
DTEND;TZID=America/New_York:20190613T200000
SUMMARY:End-Of-Year Concert
URL:https%3A%2F%2Fgoo.gl%2Fmaps%2FBTExmzmt5oztYg748
LOCATION:The American Academey of Arts & Letters 633 W 155th St\, New York\, NY 10032
END:VEVENT
END:VCALENDAR



